
 

Course CHEM 2325 Organic Chemistry 2 
Professor Mihaela C. Stefan 

Term Spring 2015 
Meetings T/R 8:30-9:45 am, SLC 2.303 

 
Professor’s Contact Information 

Office Phone 972-883-6581 
Office Location BE 2.519 
Email Address Mihaela@utdallas.edu 

Office Hours T/R 2:00-3:00 pm 
 
General Course Information 

Pre-requisites  CHEM 2323, Organic Chemistry 1 

Course 
Description 

This course is a continuation of CHEM 2323.  Students who successfully complete this 
course acquire the ability to analyze and predict spectra of organic compounds, assess 
aromaticity of compounds and the reactivity of aromatic compounds, and to analyze 
the reactivity and properties of carbonyl containing compounds. 
 
To learn organic chemistry requires dedication on part of the student.  This course 
traditionally does not reward the student who chooses to cram before the exams.  You 
should attempt to keep up with the material on a daily basis.  Read the chapters before 
they are covered in class.  Do the suggested problems as we cover the chapter.  Seek 
help if an item is causing difficulties.  Reread the lecture materials after we cover them 
to reinforce the concepts.  Also remember this is not a memorization course.  The 
course instead favors the student who can apply the information learned to a new 
example.  Some memorization is mandatory, but merely memorizing a certain reaction 
will only allow you to see a very small part of organic chemistry.  Understanding why 
the reaction occurs allows you to see the bigger picture.  Finally, always remember that 
reactions are governed, and the properties of organic molecules are determined, by 
where the electrons are located.  What happens to these electrons control the chemistry. 
 
Tests will be given at night on the days listed in the syllabus.  No make-up tests will be 
given.  You may drop one test score.  There will in addition be quizzes at the end of 
class time on the Thursdays indicated by the syllabus.  One quiz may also be dropped. 
The lecture notes can be accessed from E-learning. At the CHEM 2325 link on 
Biewer’s web page alternative material for the course can be obtained.  The keys to 
quizzes and tests will be posted on the bulletin board outside of my office.  I am 
available to answer questions immediately following class and during office hours (2-3 
on T/R). 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completing this class, students will: 
•  Be able to analyze unknown organic compounds through spectroscopy and to predict 
the spectra of known organic compounds. 
•  Be able to assess aromaticity of organic compounds and to predict the reactivity of 
aromatic compounds. 
•  Be able to predict reactivity of various functional groups, including carbonyl 
compounds, and to construct simple and efficient routes for the preparation of desired 
organic compounds. 

Required Texts 
& Materials L.G. Wade, Jr., "Organic Chemistry", eighth edition, 2012 

Recommended 
Materials Solution manual to textbook, molecular model kit 



Assignments & Academic Calendar 
[Topics, Reading Assignments, Due Dates, Exam Dates] 

Date  Topic Chapter Quiz 

Jan 13 

20 

15 

22 

Alcohols/IR 

IR + MS / NMR 

11/12 

12/13 

N 

N 

27 29 NMR 13 Y 

FEB 3  NMR 13  

 FEB 4 TEST 1 (8:30 PM)   

 

10 

FEB 5 

12 

Ethers  

Ethers, epoxides/conjugated systems 

14  

14/15 

 

N 

17 19 Conjugated systems/Aromatic 15/16 N 

24 26 Aromatic 16/17 Y 

MAR 3 5 Aromatic 17 Y 

10  Aromatic 17  

 MAR 11 TEST 2 (8:30 PM)   

 

24 

MAR 12 

26 

Ketones + Aldehydes 

Ketones + Aldehydes 

18 

18 

 

N 

31 APR 2 Amines 19 N 

7 9 Carboxylic acids 20/21 Y 

14 16 Carboxylic acid derivatives/Enols and Enolates 21/22 Y 

21  Enols and Enolates 22  

 APR 22 TEST 3 (8:30 PM)  N 

 

28 

APR 23 

30 

Review 

Review 

11-22 N 

     

 MAY 5 THURSDAY FINAL 8AM   

Days with either a test or quiz are marked in bold 

Course Policies 

Grading (credit) 
Criteria 

Grades will be determined from a combination of test, quiz and final grades 
 
Tests  2 x 250  500 points  (best 2 out of 3) 
Quizzes  4 x 50  200 points  (best 4 out of 5) 
Final  1 x 300  300 points 
Total                                            1000 points 
 

900 – 1000 = A+ 700 – 769 = B+ 550 – 599 = C+ 400 – 449 = D+ 
800 – 899 = A 650 – 699 = B 500 – 549 = C 350 – 399 = D 
770 – 799 = A- 600 – 649 = B- 450 – 499 = C- <350 = F 

 



 

Make-up Exams 
There are no make-up exams or quizzes.  If a student misses either an exam or quiz then that 
missed grade will be counted as their dropped exam/quiz. 

 

Peer Led Team 
Learning (PLTL) 

Peer Led Team Learning (PLTL) is a program designed to provide an active learning 
experience in which students can gain the skills and confidence to be successful learners in 
Organic Chemistry and, potentially, future courses. In weekly ninety-minute PLTL sessions, 
small groups of students will work together to solve problems written by UT-Dallas’ 
chemistry faculty. An undergraduate PLTL leader who has training in group dynamics and 
mastery of course content will lead them. This is an optional component to the course. 
However, if you choose to participate, you are required to stay in the program throughout the 
semester—the integrity of the group depends on it. PLTL groups will meet on a Friday-
Wednesday weekly schedule.  To participate in a PLTL group, you will need to complete the 
PLTL application. More details of this program will be announced in class. 

Supplemental 
Instruction (SI) 

Supplemental Instruction (SI) is offered for this course.  SI sessions are free group study 
opportunities, scheduled three times per week.  Attendance is voluntary.  For information 
about the days, times and locations for SI sessions, refer to 
www.utdallas.edu/studentsuccess/leaders/si.html. 

Tutoring 
Tutoring is available for organic chemistry through the Student Success Center.  The center 
has drop in times during the week for one-on-one tutoring.  See the schedule for organic 
chemistry at www.utdallas.edu/studentsuccess/leaders/tutoring.html. 

Recitation 
Sessions 

Recitation sessions will be held on most Saturdays from 10-11 am in SLC 2.303. The 
recitation on Jan 31 will be held in room JO 3.516.  The scheduled Saturdays for the 
recitation sessions are:  January 24, 31, February 14, 21, 28, March 7, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 
May 2. 

UT Dallas 
Syllabus Policies 
and Procedures 

The information contained in the following link constitutes the University’s policies and 
procedures segment of the course syllabus.  
 
Please go to http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies for these policies. 

 
 

These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor. 
 


