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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. - Criminology, Florida State University.  

 

Master of Science - Criminology, Florida State University. 

 

Bachelor of Arts with Honors - Psychology, University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Kovandzic, Tomislav, Vieraitis, Lynne M. and Boots, Denise. Does the Death Penalty Save 
Lives? New Evidence from State Panel Data 1977-2006. Forthcoming in Criminology & 

Public Policy.  

 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. “Identity Theft.” Forthcoming in J. Mitch Miller (Ed.), 21st 

Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. Bounded Rationality of Identity Thieves: Using Offender-

Based Research to Inform Policy. 2009. Criminology & Public Policy 8:237-262.   
 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. Understanding Identity Theft: Offenders’ Accounts of 

Their Lives and Crimes. Pre-published in Criminal Justice Review, January 26, 2009 at DOI: 
10.177/0734016808330589. 

 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. “Identity Thieves Perceptions of Risk.” In Paul Cromwell 

(Ed.), In Their Own Words: Criminals on Crime, 5
th
 Edition. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury. 

 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. “Identity Theft.” In Michael Tonry, (ed.). Oxford 

Handbook on Crime and Public Policy. Oxford University Press. 
 
Vieraitis, Lynne M., Britto, Sarah, and Kovandzic, Tomislav V. 2008. Women’s Status and Risk 

of Homicide Victimization: An Analysis with Data Disaggregated by Victim-Offender 
Relationship. Homicide Studies, 12:163-176. 

 



Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. “The Risks, Rewards, and Strategies of Stealing 
Identities.” 2008. In Megan M. McNally and Graeme R. Newman (eds.). Perspectives on 
Identity Theft. Crime Prevention Studies (Vol. 23). Monsey, NY: Criminal Justice Press.  

 
Copes, Heith, Vieraitis, Lynne M. and Jochum, Jennifer. 2007. Bridging the Gap Between 

Research and Practice: How Neutralization Theory Can Inform Reid Interrogations of 
Identity Thieves. Journal of Criminal Justice Education 18: 444-459.  

 
Vieraitis, Lynne M., Kovandzic, Tomislav V. & Marvell, Thomas B. 2007. The Criminogenic 

Effects of Imprisonment: Evidence from State Panel Data, 1974-2002. Criminology & Public 

Policy 6:589-622.  
 
Copes, Heith and Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2007. “Identity Theft: Assessing Offenders’ Strategies and 

Perceptions of Risk.” Final Report to the National Institute of Justice, NCJ 219122. NIJ 
Grant No. 2005-IJ-CX-0012. Available at 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/219122.pdf.  

 
Vieraitis, Lynne M., Britto, Sarah, and Kovandzic, Tomislav V. 2007. The Impact of Women’s 

Status and Gender Inequality on Female Homicide Victimization Rates: Evidence from U.S. 
Counties. Feminist Criminology 2:1-17.  

 
Kovandzic, Tomislav V. and Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2006. The Effect of County-Level Prison 

Population Growth on Crime Rates. Criminology and Public Policy 5:213-244.  
 
Martin, Kimberly, Vieraitis, Lynne M. & Britto, Sarah. 2006. Gender Equality and Women’s 

Absolute Status: A Test of the Feminist Models of Rape. Violence Against Women 12:321-
339.  

 
Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Marvell, Thomas B., & Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2005. The Impact of 

“Shall-Issue” Concealed Handgun Laws on Violent Crime Rates: Evidence from Time-Series 
Cross-Section Data for Large Urban Cities.  Homicide Studies 9:292-323. 

 

Copes, Heith & Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2005. Evaluation Research in the Social Sciences. Pp. 1-13 
in Kent R. Kerley (Ed.). Policing and Program Evaluation. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
Prentice Hall. 

 

Eschholz, Sarah & Vieraitis, Lynne M.* 2004. Race-Specific Gender Equality and Rape:  A 
Further Test of Feminist Hypotheses. Critical Criminology 12:195-219.  

 

Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Sloan, John J. III, & Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2004. “Striking Out” as Crime 
Reduction Policy: The Impact of “Three Strikes” Laws on Crime Rates in U.S. Cities. Justice 
Quarterly 21(2):207-239.  

 

Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Thomas B. Marvell, Vieraitis, Lynne M. & Carlisle E. Moody. 2004. 
When Prisoners Get Out: The Impact of Prison Releases on Homicide Rates, 1975-1999. 
Criminal Justice Policy Review 15(2):212-228. 



 Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Sloan, John J. III, & Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2004. Unintended 
Consequences of Politically Popular Sentencing Policy:  The Homicide Promoting Effects of 
“Three Strikes” in U.S. Cities (1980-1999). In George F. Cole, Marc G. Gertz, and Amy 
Bunger (eds.), The Criminal Justice System: Politics and Policies. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.    

 

Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Sloan, John J. III, & Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2003. Unintended 
Consequences of Politically Popular Sentencing Policy: The Homicide Promoting Effects of 
“Three Strikes” in US Cities (1980-1999). Criminology & Public Policy 1(3):399-424. 

 

Vieraitis, Lynne M. & Williams, Marian R. 2002. Assessing the Impact of Gender Inequality on 
Female Homicide Victimization Across US Cities: A Racially Disaggregated Analysis. 
Violence Against Women 8(1): 35-63. 

 

Vieraitis, Lynne M. 2000. Income Inequality, Poverty, and Violent Crime:  A Review of the 
Empirical Evidence. Social Pathology:  A Journal of Reviews 6(1): 24-45.  

 
Kovandzic, Tomislav V., Vieraitis, Lynne M., & Mark R. Yeisley. 1998. The Structural 

Covariates of Urban Homicide:  Reassessing the Impact of Income Inequality and Poverty in 
the Post-Reagan Era. Criminology 36(3): 569-599.  

 

 

GRANT PROPOSALS   

 
National Institute of Justice Grant ($175,000). 2007. Lynne M. Vieraitis and Heith Copes, Co-

Principal Investigators. Understanding and Preventing Fraud in the Wake of Natural 

Disasters. (Not Funded). 
 
National Institute of Justice Grant ($163,134). 2006. Lynne M. Vieraitis and Heith Copes, Co-

Principal Investigators. Disaster Fraud:  Emerging Opportunities in the Wake of Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita. (Not Funded).  
 
National Institute of Justice Grant ($124,938). 2006. Lynne M. Vieraitis and Heith copes, Co-

Principal Investigators. Methamphetamine and Identity Theft: Examining the Link from the 

Offender’s Perspective. (Not funded). 
 
UAB Advance Grant ($8,709). 2005. Assessing the Impact of Changes in Gender Equality on 

Intimate Partner   Homicide: 1980-2000. (Funded). 
 
National Institute of Justice ($118,167). 2004. Lynne M. Vieraitis and Heith Copes, Co-Principal 

Investigators. Identity Theft:  Assessing Offenders’ Strategies and Perceptions of Risk. 
(Funded). 

 
UAB Educational Grant Foundation ($25,000). 2002. Heith Copes and Lynne M. Vieraitis. 

Crime Stoppers Internship Program. (Not funded).  
 



National Institute of Health ($2,500,000). 2002. Michelle Amaya, Principal Investigator, Mwaba 
Kasese-Bota, Susan Allen, Elwyn Chomba, Alan Haworth, David Roth, Shirley Robinson, 
Lynne M. Vieraitis, and Flint Zulu, Co-Investigators. HIV Prevention in Zambia: 
Addressing Child Sexual Abuse. (Not funded). 

 
National Institute of Justice ($122,775). 2001. Lynne M. Vieraitis and John J. Sloan III (Co-

Principal Investigators). Specialized Juvenile Courts: What Works? (Not funded).  
 


