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Dr. Ronald Briggs is Professor Emeritus of Geography and Geospatial Sciences at the University of Texas at Dallas and a Certified GIS Professional (GISP).  From 1995 until his retirement in 2008 he established, directed and taught in the Geospatial Information Sciences program. Prior to this he served as Executive Director for Information Resources (1991-1995) and Director of Academic Computing (1982-1991) for the university, while at the same time teaching courses as a faculty member.  He received his Ph.D. from the Ohio State University in 1972 and was a faculty member at UT-Austin from 1970 to 1976  before coming to UT-Dallas. His major academic interests concern Geographic Information Systems, especially applied to the management of urban infrastructure and the understanding of metropolitan development patterns. He was the founder of the Graduate Certificate in Geographic Information Systems, the Master of Science in Geographic Information Sciences, and the Doctor of Philosophy in Geospatial  Information Sciences  programs at UT Dallas.
His research has been funded by the US Environmental Protection Agency  (for the development of a GIS-based model for the location of Waste-to-Energy conversion facilities), by the US Geological Survey as a part of that agency’s National Spatial Data Infrastructure initiative, by the National Science Foundation (including studies of adoption of computerized control in the manufacturing industry and its impact on regional development), by the US Department of Transportation (including a major study of the impact of the Interstate Highway System on development in non-metropolitan areas), and by a number of state and local agencies. He has published over fifty articles, book chapters and reports.
His leadership role in the  North Texas GIS Consortium (the functions of which are now performed by the  North Central Texas Council of Governments) laid the foundation for the Dallas Fort Worth region’s  digital ortho imagery and digital landbase using  geographic information systems (GIS) technologies. This included one of the first cooperative, metropolitan-wide digital orthoimagery acquisitions in the nation in 1994-95 and again in 1997. These activities were conducted in conjunction with the Bruton Center, which he chaired from 1995 to 1998. He continues to serve on the North Texas GIS Coordinating Council. 
During the period from 1982 to 1995 when he directed computing and communications for the university, he oversaw the transformation of the information technology environment from a remote entry, punch-card based system into a modern, network-based environment, including the establishment of one the first Internet connections into the Dallas/Fort Worth region in 1987. He has served on the Board of Directors of the Corporation for Research and Educational Networking (better known as “BITNET,” a predecessor to the Internet in the academic community), was a member of the University of Texas System Information Technology Council (1982-1995), and served on the committee which drafted the first State of Texas Strategic Plan for Information Resources Management in 1990.  
